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Our Experiences 
• South Gloucestershire Learning Through 

Innovation project. 
• A range of Learning and Thinking tools and 

philosophies already in place. 
• Feedback from Heads’ trip (March 2003). 

Before We Left: Our Experiences, 
Concerns and Questions. 

Our Concerns 
• Being able to translate such a rich and broad 

experience into manageable, meaningful change 
in our own schools. 

• Whether the size of the group (22) would impact 
upon its effectiveness. 

• Making the most of this rare opportunity. 

Our Questions 
• How can we develop “Learning to Learn” 

strategies? 
• Can Mind-Mapping extend learning as well as 

demonstrate it? 
• How do schools balance a knowledge-based 

curriculum with social/ emotional development? 
• Does the Australian approach to inclusion differ 

from our own? 
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H
ow can we develop “Learning to Learn” strategies? 

Can Mind-Mapping extend learning as well as 
demonstrate it? 

How will we turn 
the experience 

into 
manageable,  

meaningful 
change? 

W
ill the size of 

the group m
ake 

it m
ore difficult to 

w
ork together? 

We left England with Concerns Questions Experience 
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Awareness of Thinking 
and Learning principles  

How do schools balance a knowledge-
based curriculum with social/ emotional 

development? 

It’s a huge 
opportunity – I 
want to make 
the most of it! 
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I feel anxious 
– will I live up 

to 
expectations  

(both 
colleagues’ 
and hosts’)?  

2 




